
Course Descriptions Master 2020-2021
Course Title Socio-Economic Development in Emerging Markets

Course Code EBC4247

ECTS Credits 5,0

Assessment Whole/Half Grades

Period Period Start End Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

2 26-10-2020 11-12-2020 X X

Level Advanced

Coordinator Kaj Thomsson For more information:k.thomsson@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Language of instruction English

Goals * be able to analyze the process of development from an interdisciplinary viewpoint, drawing on economics,
history, political science and sociology;
* acquire knowledge about datasets and indicators of economic, political and social development, and have
knowledge about what it means for an economy to be labelled "emerging";
* be able to position contemporary debates around development (emergence) in a historical context, and
analyze how historical conditions and processes shapes modern-day developments;
* understand that socio-economic development changes the conditions of doing business, as well as the role
and position of the business community in society

Description PLEASE NOTE THAT THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHOD(S)
USED IN THIS COURSE IS WITH RESERVATION. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED HERE IS BASED ON
THE COURSE SETUP PRIOR TO THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS. AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE CRISIS,
COURSE COORDINATORS MAY BE FORCED TO CHANGE THE TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT
METHODS USED. THE MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEACHING/ASSESSMENT
METHOD(S) WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE COURSE SYLLABUS.<br /><br />This course is focused on long-
run and deep questions related to economic development, such as: Why are poor countries poor and rich
countries rich? How are wealth and poverty related to changes in health, life expectancy, education,
population growth and politics? Emphasis is placed on periods of economic transition (emergence), with focus
on how social, economic and political conditions change during such periods. In addition to long-run and
foundational questions, the course covers recent topics such as the 2008 financial crisis and the recent
turmoil in the BRIC economies and other emerging markets, as well as recent intellectual developments on
the role of institutions and the importance of state formation and cultural dimensions of development.

Literature Szirmai, Adam (2015), Socio-Economic Development, Second edition, Cambridge University Press and
additional academic readings.

Prerequisites

Keywords

Teaching methods PBL / Presentation / Lecture / Assignment / Papers / Groupwork

Assessment methods Final Paper / Participation

Evaluation in previous academic
year

For the complete evaluation of this course please click http://iwio-
sbe.maastrichtuniversity.nl/rapporten.asp?referrer=codeUM

This course belongs to the
following programme /
specialisation

Master Economics and Strategy in Emerging Markets Compulsory Course(s)

SBE Exchange Master Master Exchange Courses


