
Course Descriptions Master 2020-2021
Course Title Sustainable Development

Course Code SSP2011

ECTS Credits 5,0

Assessment Whole/Half Grades

Period Period Start End Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

1 31-8-2020 16-10-2020 X X

Level no level

Coordinator Maud Huynen For more information:m.huynen@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Language of instruction English

Goals * to explain the emergence of the concept of sustainability
* to recognize, analyze and explain the different worldviews and trade-offs at stake
* to apply their knowledge about relevant theories and concepts from different disciplines to gain a better
understanding of the economic-ecological-social interrelations
* to adopt an interdisciplinary and integrative attitude towards the concept of sustainable development.

Description Sustainable development means different things to different people. Most definitions imply an appropriate
balance between economic, ecological and social developments, the achievement of human well-being for all,
and the balance between current and future generations, and between local and global developments.
Students are challenged to assess the multiple dimensions, interlinkages and consequent trade-offs involved
in the field of sustainable development by examining most important concepts and theories regarding the
environment-economy-society interface from various disciplines. Throughout the course, students will discuss
sustainable development in relation to its challenges for (sustainability) science and policy-making.

Students will explore the emergence of the concept of sustainable development, and the associated changing
perceptions on both the environment and (human) development. This also includes the emergence of
sustainable development on the international agendas, in particular exploring the UN-process. Accordingly,
the course focuses on selected key concepts and theories illustrating the social-economic-environmental
interlinkages and trade-offs involved in the field of sustainable development. Finally, global climate change
will be discussed as a prototype of a sustainability problem, one which is expressed by a strong
interrelationship between ecological, social and economic dimensions, with important consequences for
current and future generations. Furthermore there is the uncertainty about the routes that should be followed
to find a solution for this global problem.
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For the complete evaluation of this course please click http://iwio-
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